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therefore, always remain in a state of mi-
serable poverty.

Agriculture can never prosper, while the
condition of the actual cultivators is so
wretched. Experiments tending to im-
provement can only be made by men of
some weight and capital, and of liberal
ideas. These we formerly had in the
head ryots of the villages ; many of them
were farmers of the whole village. All had
a degree of authority and power. From
the care they took of the peasants, and from
the improvement in agriculture, their own
interest was promoted, and they possessed
the affections of the inhabitants who flourish-
ed with them, From being possessed of a
little capital, they could, and often did suc-
cour the distressed, and promoted improve-
ments. The place of these valuable men i&
neither supplied by the zemindar nor the
kotkinadar, and they are now mingled with

the